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OBSERVER. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


In all the revolutions of society, first principles should 
be strictly regarded; and all the points which indicate 
an approximation to harmony in the powers at issue 
should be carefully noted. This is indispensable in re- 
ligious revolutions. In such, the contest should not be 
for mastery, but for truth. 

Man, taken separate and alone, is a feeble creature. 
Many of the irrational animals excel him in fleetness 
and in strength, and but for society, e’er this, his race 
had probably been extinct. Society promotes defence, 
aid and enjoyment; by uniting the physical and moral 
energies of human beings. | 

Society is two-fold, civil and moral, answering to the 
physical and spiritual make of man, and relating to his 
temporal and eternal interests; and as the soul and body 
constitute the one being, man, so civil and moral socie- 
ty, or the political and ecclesiastical relations of man, 
only secure the great one interest of that Being. To 
define clearly between the civil and moral, or political 
and ecclesiastical relations of man, is as practicable as 
to define between soul and body, matter and spirit in 
man, and not more so, That same form of civil or po- 
litical society, which is best for man as a citizen, ts vest 
for him as a christian also. A civil republic and an ec- 
clesiastical aristocracy, or monarchy, like Christ and 
Belial, can not long harmonize in the same heart,if at all. 
Here Methodist Episcopalians and Methodist Protestants 
disagree. The former say, let the travelling preachers, 
ahout two thousand in number, change articles of reli- 
gion, make church laws, explain those laws, enforce 
those laws, collect monies, hold immense funded estab- 
lishments, without ever reporting the state of those 
funds: in a word, let them (the travelling preachers) 
wield at their own discretion, the temporal and spiritual 
concerns of the church, including some four or five hun- 
dred thousands of the American people. These high 
powers the travelling preachers claim, as the divirely 
authorized expounders of Gospel doctrines, discipline, 
&e: and of late, they indicate, or intimate, that this-sys- 
tem is best not only for gospel purposes, but for civil 
also, lest a union between church and state should ac- 
crue, &c. Thealatter, Methodist Protestants, say, and 
have said, let the Methodist people, including the 
preachers, travelling and local, through their represen- 
tatives, regulate the matters above enumerated; that is, 
let the people regulate their ecclesiastical, as they do 
their civil concerns, under the right of suffrage; that 
this is best for the union, energy and happiness of a 
christian as well asa civil community: that the travel- 
ling preachers have not all the light, love, zeal, means, 
money, or souls; and therefore, should not have all the 
legislative, judicial, executive, faith-making, and fiscal 
controul of the people, and of many of the most aged, 
experienced and learned of the ministry. 

Methodist Protestants believe, and say, the power 
possessed and exercised by Methedist Episcopal travel- 
ling preachers, endangers the purity of the church, by 
exalting travelling preachers into almost every thing, 
and degrading the people and local preachers into al- 
most nothing. That dictation on the part of the travel- 
ling preachers, and submission on the part of the peo- 
ple, and local preachers, is an outrage upon the good 
sense and good feeling of an enlightened christian com- 
munity, and therefore the former should not d 
and the latter should not suffer it. Methodist 
ants say, that such power is dangerous to the 
well as church: that those who claim power, either by 
virtue of superior intelligence, or sacred delegation 
from God, to legislate for my soul and for eteynity, 
surely must be qualified to legislate for my body,-and 


for time: and that should such ecclesiastical power, con- 
flict in its claims with the civil power, the latter, which 
is derived from inan, surely should yield to the former, 
if we allow that to be from God by divine appointment. 
Nor will it do to say, that such a case can never occur, 
for’even now, the votaries of that power are called 
upon to decide between a statute of their church, touch. 
ing a deeply tragic subject, and a statute of the state of 
North Carolina. This subject of difference, so fruitful 
in results, resolves itself into one simple question; shall) 
the American Methodists govern themselves as a reli- 
gious community, by representation as arepublic? or shall 
they be governed by the travelling preachers as an aris. 
tocracy? Protestant Methodists cling to a republic in 
church, a3 a native sister and an invincible ally of our 
civil republic in state; nor do they believe it prudent, 
much less necessary, to make them hateful to each 
other, by giving the former the features and soul of a 
despotism, lest like a lovely couple of the same culture 
and kindred, they should become enamoured and unite. 
They view the ecclesiastical aristocracy above describ- 
ed, as an alien of foreign origin and growth, anti-Ameri- 
can, and, in its spirit and tendency, anti-Republican to 
church and state. They contend, and intend to contend, 
that a republic is best for church and state. 


For this offence, and for this alone, they have been 
excluded from pulpits, churches, class meetings, com- 
munion tables; proscribed as back-sliders, heretics, schis- 
matics, beelzebubs, &c. by some of the aristooracy above 
alludedto. Perhaps. truth should record the following 
fact:—At this moment, a man of colour is immured ina 
neighbouring prison, for offences against society, even 
to the threatening the lives of some of its citizens, who, 
two years past, by the power alluded to, was specially 
permitted to preach in a pulpit, and that too in a town 
of some note; from which pulpit, a Wesleyan Methodist 
of blameless character and of thirty or forty years 
standing in the ministry, was excluded by name, and 
with him his reforming brethren, though he himself ad- 
vanced perhaps one third of the money, which built the 
meeting house. 


Superficial observers may place this subject and its 
results among matters of unimportant speculation.— 
Very different, however, will be the conclusions of 
sound intelligence and sober correct christian feeling.— 
[s it a small matter for a power in the hands of a few, 
never derived from the people, and setting up claims to 
heavenly derivation, thus to dictate under sacred pre- 
tensions on sacred subjects, and to sever with reckless 
violence, the most sacred ties that unite society. What 
soul, that ever tasted the love of God, can bear to see 
ministers and people, aged and young, torn asunder by 
an assumed power, which drags its victims from the 
sanctuary of love, from the house of God, from the 
table of the Lord, from the bleeding bosoms of religious 
kindred? Victims, whose only offence is a plea in be- 
balf of themselves and the people, of brotherly equality 
with those who exercise that power. I ask, who that 
ever tasted the love of God, can bear suvh,a sight with- 
out repining? Is it a zeal for God, that thus outrages 
the charitiesof Heaven? Why ‘should it burn against 
those who preach the same Jesus in connexion with the 
same doctrines and religious usages? Against those who 
are journeying to the same rest, and gathering by the 
way scores and thousands of ripe sheaves for the hea- 
venly garner? I ask, why should it burn against those so 
furiously, while deist, atheist, and all the sceptical herd, 
who scoff at Jesus, God, and Heaven, are either shielded. 
from reproach, or publicly respected? Periodicals, pul- 
pits, fire-sides, and high-ways, teem with anathemas 
against Methodist Reformers; while Voltaire, Gibbon, 
Fanny Wright, and all the faithless gang are forgotten. 
The sad secret is, reformers have offended against Meth- 


odist travelling preachers, while sceptics have only of- 


| fended against Jesus, God, and Heaven. Reformers have 
been rash enough to say, let the church, like the state, 
be free, and this must never be forgiven; while sceptics 
say, let there be no Church, no Jesus, no God, no Hea- 
ven, and yet this from the superior courtesy shewn, it 
would seem, is quite excusable. 

Shall Methodists, who see the righteousness of our 
claims, sanction the wrongs we suffer, by siding with 
Our assailants? Shall a plea, founded on the love of 
peace, justify passive submission? Does the gospel 
know of any peace, reverse to principle, which is not 
followed with a woe and destruction? And shall a plea 
of age and feebleness exempt a veteran American 
from religious duty? And shall he bequeath to his de- 
scendants by his last act, an example of hypocrisy, cow- 
ardice, or mental imbecility? I ask, shall christians, 
from pride, prejudice, passion, policy, or any pretext 
whatever, know the right, and pursue the wrong with 
impunity? Shall Christians of any denomination,—shall 
Methodists especially, acknowledge the righteousness of 
our claims, witness the wrongs we suffer, strengthen 
those who cppose right with their influence, and yet es- 
cape. If so, surely religion is a farce, and a future 
judgment the idle bugbear of silly dreamers. 

That scepticistn. called religion, which dares to dream 
of Heaven, after discovering, disguising, distorting, and 
departing from the truth, is, of all named by man, the 


most dangerous to human happiness: such is the religion 
of those, who know the truth and dare to oppose it, and 
such it will be found in the judgment day. 

We are told this is a free country, and people have a 
right to do as they please. Yes! people have a right 
civilly, to be atheists, deists, roman catholicks, &c. but 
no man has a right, as a christian, to know the right and 
the wrong pursue. 

But this power in the south is perplexed after all. It 
sometimes quiets or tries to quiet the/people by promis- 
ing great alterations at the next general conference.— 
The ninth section on slavery is to be expunged. Is the 
north prepared for this? Have they learned a good les- 
son from our constitution on this subject, in the north 
and south, and are they prepared to profit by it? If they 
will take a few more, and indeed this comprehensive 
one will do;—give the people self-government,—we shall 
soon be one. 

The people are told occasionally, that the two disci- 
plines are so nearly the same, that no disturbance in the 
church ought to have been occasioned for the alteration; 
yet as to government, (the matter at issue,) ours resem- 
bles theirs, as much as the government of the United 
States, does that of Russia, or Turkey. The odium of 
representation surely subsides in the eyes of our oppo- 


nents. Are these signs of approximation, and omens of 
our future union on the ground of mutual rights. - 
LUTHER. 


MEDITATOR. 


- 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
TEMPUS FUGIT. 


Days and months, and seasons and years, roll by us, 
with a resistless and an accelerated dight. Time, like 
some mountain torrent, gathering strength in his onward 
progress, moves with more and more rapidity as he gets 
nearer and nearer his final goa/- A few more revolving 
years, and all that now floats upon the bosom of Time’s 
mighty stream, will have been swept into the deep and 
shoreless ocean of eternity. 

The year that has just been numbered with those be- 
yond the flood—that is henceforth to be calandered with 
the things that have been, has been one of no ordina 
interest. The blue wave of the mighty ocean has 
wafted to this land of liberty—the soul-cheering shout 
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of regenerated France—and the patriot heart has swell- 
ed with gratitude, as it saw the banner of freedom un- 
furled upon the breeze, and waving triumphantly over 
that soil, where the dark clouds of bigotry and despotism 
had so long shed their paralysing influence. Farther off, 
we have beheld a gallant people bursting for a brief sea- 
son, the fétters of Russian barbarism, and battling with 
a heroism worthy of all praise, for their existence as a 
nation. Cold and callous must be that heart, that 
mourns not for the fate of brave, but, unfortunate Po- 
Jand. Who, that remembers that his own soil is still 
dyed with the pure blood of the noble De Kalb—and of 
the gallant Pulaski, will not sigh when he thinks that 
the country, and the homes of these patriot spirits, are 
now trampled in the dust by the ferocious Russian, and 
brutal Cossack. 

But however interesting or instructing the contempla- 
tion of these scenes may be to the patriot and the lover 
of liberty—however keenly they may watch the rise 


and fall of nations and empires—however the philanthro- | 


phist may mourn over the enslavement and degradation 
of his fellows, and looking far down the dim vista of 
coming years, fondly hope that with them shall dawn 
upon the world an era of better and brighter things—yet 
there is still another view of time past, and to come, 
which, to the moralist and christian is fraught with other 
and deeper interests! Time, upon whose ever-rolling 
wave, empires and thrones and dominions are rising and 
sparkling and disappearing like so many bright and fleet- 
ing bubbles, bursting even while we gaze upon their 
beauty, is also bearing us as individuals rapidly onward 
to that bourne from whence there is noreturn. It be- 
comes us then, as accountable beings, to examine our- 


selves and see what we have been doing, while time has 
been so busy!— 


’Tis greatly wise to talk with our past hours, 
And ask them what report they bore to Heaven. 


Let us then direct our thoughts and contemplations to 
a subject of more immediate interest to ourselves:— 
amid the mighty changes which are every where taking 

lace around and about us, have we been standing as 
idle and listless spectators, gazing with cold indifference 
upon the shifting scene? Have we floated silently and 
imperceptibly through the stream of time thus far? or 
have we met with adverse currents and eddies and 
whirlpools, which have baffled and shaken and almost 
overwhelmed our frail and feeble barques! Te drop a)] 
metaphor, how have we improved the year that has now 
gone from us forever?—In. looking back over its folded 
leaves, I find them filled with many memento’s of for- 
gotten blessings—many instances of the unmerited good- 
ness and mercy of our heavenly Father--and the big 
tear of unavailing regret trembles in the eye, as I re- 
member what poor returns I have made for this unceas- 
ing kindness! Oh that the angel of mercy may drop a 
tear upon the dark record of my heart’s ingratitude and 
blot it out forever! 

Who can look back in memory’s mirror, and think up- 
on the hopes which sustained, and the feelings that 
agitated him—who can think upon the blessings he has 
enjoyed, the kindness he has received, and not feel his 
heart softened and saddened, as he thinks that the op- 

ortunities of evincing his gratitude for all these mercies 
on gone by, and can never be recalled.— Perhaps your 
cup has not been unmixed with the wormwood and 
gall!'—Disappointment, pain, and adversity may have 
been mingled deeply with your draught. The friend of 
your bosom, with whom you had often held sweet coun- 
sel; whose smile had cheered you under your trials--and 
whose kindness had soothed you in the hour of your 
deepest distress—may have been taken from you, or 
more painful stiil, may have grown cold and indiflerent. 
Be itso—and have you sunk under this trial—or have 
you lifted your eyes to heaven and said with Job “the 
Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away—blessed be 
the name ofthe Lord.”--If with this spirit you have met 
your trials—-rejoice in them, for Jesus has said--‘‘bless- 
ed are they who thus mourn for they shall be comforted.” 
But can we not remember in the past year, somethings— 
yea many things which we might have done better—have 
we always been mild, and conciliating, and scrupulously 
kind to all around us?—Have not pride, passion and sel- 
fishness sometimes made us swerve from that heavenly 
rule of doing to others, as we would that they should do 
to us?——if so, let us, while we ask forgiveness for our 
own manifold offences —throw the mantle of forgetful- 
ness over the errors of our fellows, and humbly and de- 

voutly ask for grace to enable us to walk by that rule 
through future life. The time that has passed can never 
be recalled—but in looking back upon the records it has 
left, we may see where we have erred, and thus be ena- 
bled to do better in future. Let us then with one heart 
and one mind bring forward our failings and our follies, 
and binding them upon the car of the departing year, 


bid them an eternal adieu—and resolve in the name of | 

‘Him with whom time past, and to come, are alike pre- 
sent, that with us old things shall be done away—and 
that with the new year, we will set out anew for that 
kingdom which is an everlasting kingdom—and for that 
dominion which shall never fade away! 


B. H. R. 
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The following are brief descriptions of the Litho- 
graphic Views we had the pleasure of presenting our 
readers in a late number, and we are much indebted to the 
politeness of C. W. Wever, esq. in furnishing us with the 
distances from the two points named. The binder will 
please place the first opposite the title page—the second 
in front of the 13th No.—the third in front of the 25th 
No.—and the fourth in front of the 37th No.—unless 
otherwise directed by the owner.—Pub. 


THE CARROLLTON VIADUCT, is situated from 
Pratt-street, Baltimore, 14 miles—from City Block, the 
main depot, 34 miles—and is the first prominent object 
which attracts the attention of the traveller in his route 
to the west—and which, for its beauty, solidity, and ex- 
tent, is unrivalled in this country. The wing, wall, and 
abutments are Jaid upon a solid rocky foundation. The 
viaduct is three hundred and twelve feet in length, and 
sixty-three feet nine inches in height, span of the arch 
eighty feet and three inches, travelling path is twenty-six 
feet six inches in width. The whole viaduct is com- 
posed of dressed granite, finished in a manner which 
combines the essential requisites of every mechanical 
work; beauty, simplicity. and strength. 

The granite used in the construction was principally 
obtained from the quarries in the neighborhood of Elli- 
cott’s Mills. 


THE BUZZARD ROCK, 10 miles from Pratt-street, } 
and 12 miles from the City Block, takes its name from 
the fact that those birds have built their nests and hatch- 
ed their young On its summit in perfect safety, it being 
about two hundred seet above the bed of the river.— 
The scenery about this rock is wild and romantic, and 
but few travellers look upon the stupendous work, with- 
out feeling a degree of admiration for the energy and 
untiring zeal manifested by the constructors of the great 
road Which is to insure prosperity to Baltimore. 


THE PATTERSON VIADUCT, 11 miles from Pratt- 
street, and 13 miles from ihe City Block, is the most ex- 
tensive on the rail road, so far as finished, by which the 
road crosses the Patapsco. This iminense structure in 
common with the other viaducts, is composed of the 
granite drawn from tue quarries above spoken of. It is 
three hundred and seventy-five feet in length, the width 
of the road surface is upwards of twenty-eight feet.— 
The two centre arches have each a span of about filty- 
five feet, aud rise fifteen feet above their chords. The 
small arches at each side of these are intended for the 
country roads which pa-s through them, and in case of 
a freshet, will afford an additional passage for the in- 
creased body of water. The most striking feature in 
the construction of this bridge is the peculiar style of 
architecture appropriately denominated ‘‘rustic work” 
by which the surface of the stones which compose this 
work, remains in the rough and rugged state in which 
they come from the quarry, Whilst those parts which 
come in contact are accurately tinished. This novel 
style is ia admirable accordance with the rapid stream 
over which it is thrown, and the wild and romantic 
scenery by which it is surrounded. 


THE TARPEAN ROCK, 13 miles from Pratt-street, 
and 15 miles from the City Bleck, “is a laborious cut 
through a solid rock, situated a few hundred yards be- 
yond the Oliver Viaduct. It received its classic name 
many years before the rail road was contemplated, and 
was always much resorted to, by company, on account 
fof the picturesque view from its summit. Since the cut 


has been made through this rock, ithas been looked 


(7 Fhe names of nearly 1000 subscribers, who are 
delinquent with their amounts, are left with the publish- 
er, by the late editor, Rev. D. B Dorsey, who laboured 
most assiduously for their information and gratification,,. 
and who, now much needs what is due to him. With 
this fact before us, who that is punctual, will not ap- 
prove our discontinuance of such subscribers as evince 
no disposition to settle their accounts? Brother Dorsey, 
has been, indeed, shamely neglected by many, and 
would not we in our turn also suffer, were we tu 
continue the paper to those who stand delinquent on 
both books? Our object is a just discrimination, no- 
thing more—at tle same time to call the attention of 
old unpaid subscribers, to Brother Dorsey's situation. 

If, by any error, we shall withhold the paper from 
any who have paid, they will write us by mail, at our 
expense, and it shall be sent. Such agents only, as 
‘choose to be responsible for their subscribers, for the 
first and second volumes, rather than the paper should 
be stopped, will write us forthwith, and their subscri- 
bers shall be supplied, on condition that the amount for 
‘the whole shall be remitted by the Ist of March next. 
| A remittance of five dollars, from each unpaid sub- 
scriber, would suit us and them better, as being more 
convenient for remittance, and a saving to the subscri- 
ber, by paying in advance for the second volume. 

‘Those copies which may be forwarded to the pub- 
lisher for binding, and are in good order, not requiring 
refolding, will be neatly half bound in calf, and lettered 
for 50 cents each. For such as have been cut open 
and require refolding, 624 cents will be charged. To 
preserve uniformity, we shall cut them all to one-size, 
and be particular that all we bind shall match in colour, 
both as to backs and sides. Sevcral brethren have di- 
rected us tobind up additional copies of the first volume, 
which we have on hand in perfect order—for which 
they paid us. Those who wish perfect copies bound 
of the first volume without folds, shall have them bound 
at $5,00 per copy. Agents who order 10 copies vol. 1, 
shall have them at $2,50 bound. We find by reprinting 
a few of the first numbers, a considerable supply of the 
entire volume can be furnished. We hope our friends 
will bear this in recollection, when they remit or order 
books. Who of our friends that can afford it, would 
be without the first year’s history of our church? It 
will be increasingly important as time advances. 


Remittances will be thankfully received, either for 
the Rey. D. B. Dorsey or the present publisher. — Pub. 


Extract of a letter from Brother rv. B. Thompson, 


dated Hampton, (Va.) Dee. 13th, 183}, 
“Dean Broruzn.—l am pleased to inform you, that 
the **Methodist Protestant” is highly spoken of by all 
who read it on this circuit; and its improved character, 
cannet but ensure ita much more extensive circulation, 
and render the church more essential good. 


«The prospects of our church on this circuit are flatter- 
ing. There have been some, though not very large, 
accessions; and we have good reason tu beheve, that 
there will soon be more, and valuable ones to it. Our 
congregations are generally large, respectable, and so- 
lemuly attentive to the preaching of the **word of life.” 
Pains will, hereafter, be taken to inform them distinctly 
on the subject of our church controversy, which has 
been heretofore neglected to our detriment. ’Tis true 
that Dr. Jennings’ Exposition has already done, and 
may be expected to do much more good, yet there are 
a great miny people, who will not buy, or read our pub- 
lications; and the only successful course to be pursued 
under such circumstances I conceive, is to call their at- 
(ention to the subject, even from the sacred desk. T 
consider our cause to be a sacred once, involving deep 
and great interests, both to the present, and generations 
yet in cinbryo. Therefore, it should be no longer a 
matte; of hesitancy, to introduce it into the pulpit, on 
proper occasions. If we keep our tongues still, and 


upon as a Curiosity, and is much resorted to. 


our mouths shut on the subject, neither our periodicals 
or other publications will speak loud enough.” 
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